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Text One

BEAUTY

How important is your appearance? Although everyone wants to be good-looking, are beautiful people always happier people? For example, it must be a problem ti be a really beautiful woman, because some men may more interested in looking at you than talking to you. They think of you as a picture rather than a person. There also some people who think that women who are exceptionally pretty and men who are particularly handsome must be stupid. They believe that only unattractive people can be intelligent. 
On the other hand, no one wants to be really ugly, and have a face that even your mother doesn’t want to look at; and no one wants to be plain either – that is to be neither attractive nor unattractive, and have a face that is easily forgotten.

Being attractive is like being rich – it can help you find happiness, but it doesn’t always male you happy. So maybe the best thing is not to worry too much about how you look, but simply try to an interesting person. For interesting people have interesting faces, and interesting faces are almost attractive. 

EXERCISES

1. Translate the text in whiting , finding the most appropriate Russian equivalents to the italicizes words.

2. Explain the differences in meaning:

a) beautiful- pretty;

b) pretty- handsome;

c) attractive- good-looking;

d) good-looking- nice;

e) ugly- unattractive;

f) unattractive- plain;

g) intelligent- clever- interesting(person);

i) stupid- foolish.

3. Notice the usage of modal verbs in the text( must, may, can, maybe). What ideas does each one express?

4. Decide whether the following statements are true, false or not clear from the text:

1. Everyone wants to be attractive.

2. Most beautiful people ate unhappy.

3. No one likes to talk to a very pretty woman.
4. Some people think that handsome men are unintelligent.

5. Attractive men and women ate usually intelligent.

6. Ugly people are not happy people.

7. A plain face is easily forgotten.

8. Not many interesting people are also attractive.

5. a) Which of the following words are mostly used to describe males and which to describe female: attractive, beautiful. good-looking, handsome, pretty, ugly.

b) Translate into English:
интересный молодой человек, привлекательная девушка, красавец, безобразная старуха, прекрасная дама, хорошенькая девушка, красавица, невыразительное лицо, заурядная внешность, уродливый мужчина, симпатичная женщина, приятный юноша;

файний хлопець, вродлива дівчина, цікава жіночка, потворний вигляд, приємне обличча, гарний юнак, розумна людина, інтелігент.

6) Dictionary work. 
a)Find in the dictionary synonyms, origin ( whether possible) and Russian/Ukrainian/ equivalents of the following words:

wonderful, lovely, great, nice, fine, pleasant, gorgeous, marvelous, awful, terrible, horrible, revolting. nasty, hideous, ghastly, ugly, shocking.

b) Use these words in sentence of your own.

7) Speech practice.

a) Express your opinion of the ideas given in the text.

b) Who is the most beautiful woman and the best- looking man of the 20th century?

c) Do you think it’s difficult to be very good-looking / Why? Why not?

d) How important is it to look attractive? Why? 
8) Comment on the meaning of the English proverbs:

Beauty is only skin-deep.

Your face is your fortune.

Beauty is in the eyes of the beholder.

He is as ugly as a scarecrow.

Handsome as paint.

Pretty as a picture.

To say something in plain English.

Beauty and the beast.

Sleeping beauty.

Text TWO

PARTS OF THE FACE

       People who cannot hear often learn to understand a spoken language not with their ears but with their eyes. They watch the mouth of the person talking and follow the movement of their lips. This is called lip-reading.
       One of the most difficult sounds for a foreign student to make in English is the “th” sound, as in the word “tooth”. To make this sound, you put the tip of the tongue under your top teeth. Then you push the tongue up a little and the air comes out at the sides of the mouth.

       Some people think that the distance between your hair and your eyebrows is a sign of how intelligent you are. The bigger your forehead is, the more intelligent you are supposed to be.

        Nowadays, a person who doesn’t like their nose can have it changed with plastic surgery. Plastic surgeons can change your face in many other ways too. They can make your cheeks a little rounder or higher under the eyes. If you don’t like your chin, a plastic surgeon can break your jaw and re-make the whole lower half of your face. If you think your skin looks too old and full of wrinkles, they can take the wrinkles away and make you look twenty years younger. 

        Women often disagree about men having beards and moustaches. Some women think that hair on a man’s chin makes him look friendly and attractive. Other women think beards look all right but they don’t like to touch them. As for moustaches, there are some women who think they are very attractive, and others who think that a moustache makes a man look cold and mean.

         Usually, only women wear make-up. They can put a little black mascara on their eyelashes and some eyeshadow on their eyelids, and look fresh and attractive, even when they are really tired. But the morning after a very late night, a man just has to look terrible!

EXERCISES

          I.Read and translate the text, answering the questions given below:

          1. People who cannot hear usually watch a speaker’s

          a) lips; b) eyes; c) ears.

          2. When you pronounce the “th” sound in English

          a) your top teeth are under the tongue;
          b) your top teeth are above the tongue;
          c) your tongue is above the top teeth.

         3. Intelligent people are said to have big

         a)eyebrows; b) forehead; c) heads.

         4. A plastic surgeon may break the jawbone to change the shape of a person’s

         a) cheeks; b) wrinkles; c) chin/

         5. A moustache is hair on the

         a) upper lip; b) chin; c) head.

         6. Nowadays most men don’t

         a) have eyelashes; b) wear eyeshadow; c) have eyelids.

II. Give answers to the questions:

a) What are the five senses of a human being? (Use both nouns and verbs).

b) Match the organs with the corresponding senses:

We can _____various foods with the tongue.

Nose gives us the ability to_____.

Eyes are the organs of____.
We can ______ with our ears.

One feels a surface with one’s ______.

c) What do we call people who cannot hear (see, speak, distinguish colours)?

d) What is a lip-reader?

e) What kinds of make-up do women generally use?

III. Topical vocabulary:
ear-lobe, ear-hole, ear-ring, eye-socket, apple of the eye, pupil of the eye, iris;

temple, cheek bone, dimple (to dimple), upper lip (jaw), lower lip (jaw), square chin, round chin,       

dimpled chin, double (triple) chin,; full lips, thin lips, fine mouth, palate, false teeth; hearing device, 

spectacles (glasses); whiskers (side-whiskers, sideburns), Zapata moustaches, pointed beard, 

lipstick, rouge, powder, eyeshadow, mascara.

IV. Translate the last two passages of the text from English into Russian in writing paying 
particular attention to the words describing qualities. 
V. Analyse the groups of words given below. Which part of the face is different from the other  

three in each group and why? (More than one answer may be possible).  

1. eyes
teeth
tongue


lips

2. moustache
nose
eyelash

eyebrow

3. jaw
chin
eyelid


beard

4. mouth
cheeks
ears



eyebrows


5. ears
nose
forehead

eyes

6. skin
wrinkle
tooth


cheek

VI. Translate into English:

высокий лоб, прямой нос, карие глаза, поджатые губы, мочка уха, веки с длинными 
ресницами, ровные белые зубы, нос с горбинкой, крючковатый нос, ямочка на щеке, 
веснушки, низкий лоб, ноздри, приплюснутый нос, широкая улыбка, целовать кого-то в губы, 
курносый, эспаньолка, пушистые бакенбарды, очень густые брови, родинка, черные очи;

вилиця, вилицювате обличчя, кирпатый хлопчисько, кругловида дівчина, штучні щелепи, 
гострі ікла, блакитні очі, синець під оком, пухнасті вії, супитися, ластовиння, почервоніти від 
сорому, почервоніти від обурення.
VII. Dictionary work.

a) Find various meanings of the words: mouth, tongue, eye, tooth, brow, skin, lid, lash, palate, 

muzzle, nose, powder, lobe, mascara.

b) Translate the following word- combinations into English:
I. частный сыщик; устье реки; иностранный язык; родной язык; (продукт) годен до: см.дату 

на крышке;

II. привычные продукты так приедаются; держать порох сухим; дуло ружья, винтовки; 

разглядывать кого-либо;

III.кажется, что картошка состоит из одних глазков; бал-маскарад, возвышенность, пригорок,  

показать нос кому-либо, испарина на лбу, вигвам из оленьих шкур, высокая медвежья шапка ( 

часть формы королевской гвардии).

VIII. Write a short composition, describing the appearance of your relatives and/or friends.

IX. Speech practice.

1. The “th” sound is a difficult sound in English. Which sounds are difficult for foreigners to 

pronounce in your native tongue? Can you explain how to make them? 

2. Do you like beards and moustaches? Why do you think men grow them?

3. Would you ever have plastic surgery? Why? Why not?

X. Comment on the proverbs and sayings given below:

To keep one’s mouth shut; nothing but skin and bones; to hold one’s tongue; to keep one’s eyes 
(ears) open; to open one’s mouth too wide; to sing on the wrong side of one’s mouth; to lead by the 
nose; to wipe somebody’s nose; to poke one’s nose into somebody’s affairs; to do something to 
one’s own cheek; to turn the other cheek; if you cannot bite, never show your teeth; I am fed to the 

teeth; tongue in cheek; the tongue is not steel, yet it cuts.

Text Three.

HAIR

Jill: You know, Lisa, I love your hair. It’s so thick and dark and curly. Are those curls natural or 

have you had your hair permed?

Lisa: Are you kidding? I can’t afford a perm. This is natural. But I’ll tell you something funny. As a 

kid, I hated curly hair. I always wanted to have straight hair, or wavy hair like yours.

Jill: Really? You must be crazy. Your hair is great. I wish my hair wasn’t so fair and had more curls 
in it. And your hair is so thick and mine’s so thin. Oh dear, I just never know what to do with my 
hair. Should I have it cut really short, or should I have medium length? Or do you like it long like 

this?
Lisa: How about a punk haircut? You could have it very short at the sides and long at the back and 

on top, and then you could put some red, blue and blond in it.

Jill: Very funny. But you’re right about one thing, Lisa. I really should dye my hair. Do you know I 

have a few grey and white hairs already and I’m only twenty-six.

Lisa: Well, at least we women don’t have to worry about going bald. There’s baldness in my family, 

you know. My father hasn’t got a hair on his head and he went bald at thirty.

Jill: Hm, I don’t know. Maybe I’d look nice bald…what do you think?

EXERCISES.

I. 1. Read the text and decide whether these statements are true or false according to it:

a) Jill likes curly hair.

b) Lisa’s hair is curly.

c) Lisa has had a perm.

d) Jill has wavy hair.

e) Jill has thick hair.

f) Jill has long hair. 

g) Jill thinks she would look nice with a punk haircut.

h) Jill has twenty-six grey hairs.

i) Jill wants to change the colour of her hair.

k) Lisa’s father is bald.

2. Learn the dialogue by heart.

II. Continue the columns with appropriate words:

colour
length
quantity


type
blond
long
thick 



curly

grey 
short
thin




wavy

IV. Fill in the blanks with suitable verbs:

a)  We ____hair with scissors.

b) We ____ hair with shampoo.

c) We ____ hair with a razor.

d) We ____ hair with a towel.
V. Comment on the usage of words:

hair - hairs

medium – mediums, media, mass media

grey – gray

dark – black

wave – wavy

fair – fairy, fairy-tale

blond – blonde

bald – bold

straight – strait

short – shorts

long – to long

VI. Translate into English:
1. В странах Востока белобородые старцы пользуются всеобщим уважением.

2. Эдвард Грин оказался седовласым господином чуть старше пятидесяти лет.

3. Густые волнистые волосы жены д-ра Сэндфора привлекали всеобщее внимание.

4. Невысокий худощавый человечек лет пот пятьдесят, лысый как коленка, отрекомендовался 
мне квалифицированным медиумом с уймой всевозможных дипломов и почетных званий.

5. В романе Вальтера Скотта «Айвенго», в соответствии со средневековыми представлениями 
о красоте, прекрасная леди Ровена, обладательница золотистых волос и голубых глаз, 
непременно должна восторжествовать над черноокой и темноволосой Ребеккой.

6. Майстри з нашої перукарні готові пофарбувати ваше волосся й зробити вам зачіску на 
будь-який кшталт.

7. Якщо у хлопця або дівчини волосся стирчить на всі боки й сяє всіма веселковими барвами, 
така зачіска зветься стилем «панк».

8. Перед адвокатом Мейгерном постала потворна жінка. Сиві пасма волосся затуляли їй пів-
обличчя.

9. Дональд одягнув вовняний светр, теплу шапку з лисячого хутра й узяв міцний аркан з 
кінського волосся.

10. Дівчинка була рудою, з коротко підстриженим волоссям, и скидалась б на хлопчика, якби 
не дві невеличкі косички, прикрашені білими бантами.
VII. Complete the chart below:

Adjectives
Nouns
Verbs

long



straight



short




a wave





to perm


a curl


thick



thin



bald





to dye


a blond(e)


fair



dark




a punk




to shampoo


hair


VIII. Dictionary work.

a) Write out of any English-Russian dictionary all the meanings of the words: long, short, thick, thin, 

fair. Check up their derivatives. Make a list of the most popular set expressions, proverbs and 

sayings with these words and find their Russian/Ukrainian equivalents.

b) Translate into English:

благородный рыцарь, прекрасная дама, в горе и радости, в долгосрочной перспективе,   

увольнять без предупреждения, широта, долгота, быть на волосок от смерти, чудом избежать 

опасности, честная игра, густой туман, нехватка (недостаток) чего-либо, велеречивый оратор, 

раствориться в воздухе.

IX. Speech practice:

1. “Hairstyle is a very important way for people to say something about who they are and what they 
believe”. Do you agree with this statement? Why? Why not?
2. What kind of hairstyle do you have now? Can you describe the different hair-styles you have had 

in the past?

3. What do you know about the hairstyles in different countries and epochs?

4. Which hairstyles are fashionable at the moment?

X. Comment on the English idioms:

to comb smb’s hair (for him); a hair of the dog that bit you; to keep (lose) one’s hair; not to turn a 

hair (to smb., smth.); to tear one’s hair; to split hairs; fair without, false within; to treat smb. fair and 

square; fair as a lily; to be on the fair road to smth. 

Text Four.

SEEING AND SIGHT.
The teacher glared at the two students sitting at the back of the class. She was very angry and 

shouted at them, “Right you two. Stop that immediately or I’ll give you extra work to do after 

class”.

The two spies talked on the telephone for the last time. “Boris, you are not to speak to me at the 

embassy party, but you must watch my face carefully. I will wink at you. If I close my right eye you 

are to kill the man, but if I wink with my left eye you are to kill the woman. Understand?”

The bookseller picked up the book and examined it for several minutes. Finally he looked up at the 

woman and said, “OK, I’ll give you twenty pounds for it.”

The farmer’s wife heard a noise outside. She went to the front door and opened it. “Is that you out 

there, Jack?” she asked, peering into the darkness.

“Johnnie, why are you staring at that lady?”

“ I think she’s a famous film star.”

“ It doesn’t matter who she is. It’s not polite to stare like that.”

Sarah gazed out of the window. The streets were crowded with people who were busy doing their 

Christmas shopping, but Sarah was not really looking at them. She was thinking about Tom and 

where he was.

The camera flash went off and the girl blinked. “I’m sorry. You’d better take another photograph. I 

think I blinked and I’m sure you don’t want a picture of me with my eyes closed, do you?”

Detective Murdoch held a photograph in his hand. “Well,” he said, “was this the man you saw?”

“I’m not sure”, said the young man. “I only glanced at him for a second.”
EXERCISES.

I. Read and translate the passage and make 8 sentences of your own, using words from the active vocabulary.

II. Choose the best answers according to the passages.

1. The teacher looked at the students

a) for a long time; b) quickly; c) angrily.

2. Boris will kill the man if the spy closes

a) his left eye; b) his right eye; c) both eyes.

3. The bookseller looked at the book

a) very carefully; b) very quickly; c) with difficulty.

4. The farmer’s wife  looked outside

a) nervously; b) with difficulty; c) quickly.

5. Johnnie looked at the lady

a) for a long time; b) quickly; c) angrily.

6. Sarah was looking carefully at

a) the people; b) Tom; c) no one.

7. The girl blinked because

a) the light flashed; b) her eyes were closed; c) she was thinking.
8. The young man was not sure who the man in the photograph was because

a) it was dark when he saw him; b) the photograph was not clear; c) he had not looked at him 
carefully.

III. Match each of these verbs with its meaning: blink, glare, examine, glance, stare, peer, wink, 
gaze.

a) to look quickly

b) to close and open one eye quickly

c) to look at closely

d) to look steadily (often feeling thoughtful)

e) to look hard and unpleasantly

f) to look with difficulty

g) to close and open both eyes quickly
h) to look steadily for a long time.

IV. Match the first half of the sentence in column A with the second half in column B. More than one answer is sometimes possible, but there is always one best answer. Do as many as you can.

	A
	B

	1. If you can’t see anything at all,

2. If you want to look at the moon,

3. If strong light hurts your eyes,

4. If you have perfect eyesight,

5. If you have difficulty seeing things across a room,

6. If you want to watch birds in the countryside,

7. If you need glasses but don’t like wearing them,
	a) you don’t need glasses.
b) you should wear contact lenses.

c) you need a pair of binoculars.

d) you are short-sighted.

e) you need telescope.

f) you are blind.

g) you should wear sunglasses.


V. Find Russian/Ukrainian equivalents of the following words and word combinations:

shrewd eyes, piercing eyes, to flash a glance, to look up (down) at smb.; to cast a glance, at a glance, glimpse, to look sideways (at smb.); to stare smb. in the face, to stare smb. down, to make people stare, he is staring mad; gazer, star-gazer, gazebo, gazehound (greyhound); to steal a glance, to glance over, to catch a glimpse; to goggle, goggles, goggle-eyed; to examine, examination, examination card, examiner; to give smb. a wink, in a wink, to wink at a violation of the law, not to sleep a wink, winker, winkers (blinders), in a blink, on the blink (AE), to blink the facts, to be in blinkers, blinker (AE), blinking (sl.); the tiger stood glaring at her, glaring injustice, a glaring mistake; to watch, to see, sight, sights.
VI. Dictionary work.

Find and write out synonyms, derivatives of and idioms with the words:

glare, stare, gaze, examine, peer, peep, wink, blink, glance, glimpse. Find different meanings of the 
verb “to look” with different prepositions.

VII. Translate into English:

1.Это была любовь с первого взгляда.

2. Шеф на ходу бело взглянул на бумаги и подписал не читая.

3. Леонард Воул сидел на табурете, тупо уставясь в пространство.

4. Они искоса взглянула на Тома и резко сказала : «Нет. Мы не знакомы.»

5. На вашем месте я бы не стал этого делать только ради того чтобы всех удивить.

6. Подходя к дому, он мельком увидел, как Лиззи поспешно сворачивала за угол.

7. Грошей майже не залишилось. Руйнація дивилась йому просто у вічі.

8.  « Я не збираюся, - сказав вчитель, - і далі заплющувати очі на всі ваші витівки й зухвалу 
поведінку».
9. Схоже на те, що Джек зовсім з’їхав з глузду.

VIII. Speech practice. Speak about different ways people look at others in different situations.

Text Five.

BODY SIZE AND BODY PARTS.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith were a very average couple. His name was John. Her name was Mary. They lived in an average-sized house and had two average children-one boy and one girl.

Were they tall? Mr and Mrs Smith were neither tall nor short. They were both average height. He was average height for a man and she was average height for a woman.
Were they fat? Mr Smith was certainly not weak or skinny, but he was not strong or well-built either. He was just medium build and his shoulders and chest were neither very broad nor very narrow. His wife, too, could never be described as thin or slim, but then again, she was not overweight or fat either. Her waist was neither too big nor too narrow. It was just…average sixe.

It was very easy for Mr and Mrs Smith to buy clothes because every part of their bodies was average size too. Their feet were neither very big nor too long.

Yes, the Smiths were a very average couple. Except for one thing. They were the only couple in the country who were average in so many different ways at the same time. The Smiths were in fact…unique.

EXERCISES.

I. Read the text and translate it into Russian.

II. Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to the text.

a) Mr. and Mrs. Smith had two children named John and Mary.
b) Mr. Smith was at least two metres tall.

c) Mrs. Smith was average height.

d) Mr. Smith was a skinny man.

e) Mrs. Smith probably weighed between 70 and 80 kilos.

f) Mrs. Smith had a very small waist.

g) Mr. Smith had average-sized feet.

h) The Smiths were completely average.

III. Express in one word.
a) unattractively thin

b) just right

c) having good muscles

d) a person who needs to go on a diet

e) unattractively big.

IV. Dictionary work. 

a) Find synonyms and/or antonyms of the following words: average, tall, fat, strong, broad, thin, big, 
short, small, weak, skinny, narrow, slim, well-built, overweight, unique, stout, high, wide, tight, 
tough, hard, easy, feeble.

b) Explain the difference in the usage if words:

average – medium – mean – middle;

ordinary – plain – rank and file – commonplace – common;

skinny – weak – feeble – thin; 

wide – broad; 

thin – slim – narrow.

V. Topical vocabulary:

head, trunk, corpus, extremities; neck, throat, Adam’s apple, collar-bone; shoulder, chest, bosom, 
breast, ribs, shoulder-blades, spine, backbone, vertebra(e); stomach, belly, abdomen, navel, arms, 
hands, elbows, foot (feet), legs, knee, thighs, hips, buttocks, lap (in the lap); top, bottom, front, back, 
hind; brain, heart, lungs, stomach, bladder, liver, kidneys, intestines, guts, muscles, bones, skin, 
blood, vitals.

VI. Speech practice.

1. What is the average height for men and women in different countries? Is it changing?

2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of being either very tall or very short?

3. Can you think of some good ways of keeping these parts of the body in good condition: heart, 
lungs, skin, bones, muscles?

4. Describe some ways of losing weight.

VII. Translate into English:

1. Пиріг з нирками – одна з найулюбленіших страв англійців.

2. На автобусній зупинці стояла висока струнка дівчина, білява, з великими блакитними 
очима.

3. Коли Жав-Ів Кусто винайшов апарат для дихання під водою, він назвав його «водяною 
легенею», використавши латинське слово й англійське.

4. На мій подив старий черевань виявився досить спритним бігуном.

5. Утром Джейн пожаловалась на боль в животе, и ее пришлось отвезти в больницу. 
Вероятно, это аппендицит.

6. Горилла, самая крупная из человекообразных обезьян, обладает могучими мускулами и 
чрезвычайно развитой грудной клеткой.

7. Это стихотворение вы должны выучить наизусть.

8. В последние годы мы постоянно наблюдаем «утечку мозгов» из Украины.

9. Среднегодовая температура в этом районе составляет +7 º C.

10. Кости доисторических животных позволяют восстановить их внешний облик.

VIII. Comment on the English idioms:

I am up to my neck in work.
Will he have the backbone (guts) to tell the truth?

You can’t drive a car from the back seat.

He has nothing but rock music on the brain.

She was so frightened that her blood ran cold in her veins.

to stick one’s neck out; to risk one’s neck; to crane one’s neck; to go back on your word; to turn 

your back on smb.; the cat arched its back; to throw out one’s chest with pride; to beat one’s breast; 

to make a clean breast of smth.; on the bosom of one’s family; to be frozen to the bone; to have a 

skeleton in the cupboard; to mortify one’s flesh; blood always tells.

Text Six.
ARMS AND HANDS.

The arms and hands of our prehistoric ancestors were probably not very different from the human arm and hand today. The upper and lower joints of the arm, elbow and wrist, were probably very similar, and the basic structure of the hand with its five fingers was also the same. But according to some scientists, there has been an important change – a change in the way we hold things.

Many hundreds of thousands of years ago, our ancestors could hold things in only one way. This is called the power grip. The power grip is used, for example, to hold a hammer or a piece of wood. With this grip, you hold the object in the palm of the hand with four fingers on one side and the thumb on the other.
Later, the human hand developed a second grip, which we call the precision grip. This grip is used, for example, in holding a pen or a paintbrush. With this grip, you have much greater control over what you are holding. The object is usually held by the soft parts of the fingertips (below the fingernails) of the first three fingers – the thumb, the forefinger and the middle finger. With this grip, the little finger and the ring finger do nothing.

The development of the precision grip was important. It made it possible for humans to become tool makers, and so humans became the first and only animals to create and use technology.

EXERCISES.

I. Read the text and choose the best answer according to it:

1. Millions of years ago, prehistoric people could hold things

a) in one way; b) in two ways; c) in more than two ways.

2. How has the human hand changed?

a) the wrist moves differently; b) there are now five fingers; c) it can grip differently.
3. When you use the power grip, you hold something with

a) all five fingers; b) four fingers; c) three fingers.

4. When you use the precision grip, you hold something with

a) all five fingers; b) four fingers; c) three fingers.

5. Why is the precision grip important in human history?

a) People could make tools.

b) People could write and paint.

c) People could hold things.

II. Translate the whole text in writing.

III. Fill in the blanks with appropriate words :

1. A baby may put its ___ in the mouth and suck it.

2. Some people, especially when nervous, may bite their ___.

3. You wear your watch on the ___. 

4. Some people think you should not put your ___ on the table while eating.
5. Manicure means cutting, polishing and glazing one’s ___.

6. We begin counting up with the ___ finger.

7. The ring finger is called so because married people wear their ___ on it.

8. The name of a tropical tree comes from its resemblance to the ___ of the hand.

IV. Topical vocabulary.

hand, wrist, arm, elbow, shoulder, palm, fingers; thumb, forefinger (index, trigger finger), middle 

finger, ring finger, little finger; nail (fingernail), fingertip, joint, phalanx (phalanges), fingerprints, 

finger man, knuckles, fist;

soft, hard, power, precision, hold, grip, technology, paintbrush, manicure;

to finger, to hand in (out, back, down, on, over), to elbow, to shoulder, handy.

V. Dictionary work.

Find Russian/Ukrainian equivalents of the following words and word combinations:

a) handful, handicraft, hand-made, manuscript, manufacture, manual, handball, handbook, 
handcuffs, handle, handwriting, hand organ, handrail, handshake, cowhand;
b) a text written by hand; to take smb. by the hand; to cup one’s hands; raise your hands if you know 

the answer to the question; hand me the salt, please; barehanded; he grasped the hot metal with his 

bare hands; he would not lift a hand to help us; hands off this business, I tell you; Tommy, give me a 

hand with the dishes, will you?; a hired hand; he is an old hand at collecting stamps; the minute hand 

is always longer than the hour hand; a soldier fell into the hands of the enemy; to lay one’s hands on 

smth.; on one hand, on the other hand; I have my hands full of work today; a second hand book. 

VI. Speech practice.

1. Retell the text.

2. In England, if you put your thumb up in the air it means that everything is all right. What other 

hand gestures do you know? What is their meaning?

3. Do people wear special rings on special fingers? What are those?

VII. Comment on the following English idioms:

1. To hold someone in the palm of your hand.

2. To have everything at your fingertips.

3. To lend somebody a helping hand.

4. To keep your fingers crossed.

5. To be all fingers and thumbs.

6. To throw up your hands.

7. I wash my hands of it.

VIII. Translate into English:
1. Після вистави малюки гучно плескали у долоні, щоб подякувати акторам лялькового  
театру.

2. Відбитки пальців дозволили ототожнити небезпечного злочинця з таким собі паном 
Смітом.

3. Польський уряд кинув Богдана Хмельницького за грати, оскільки він сказав про Кодацьку 
фортецю, збудовану поляками : «Що руками створено, те руками ж і зруйнувати можна».

4. Тарас продерся крізь натовп, розштовхуючи нападників ліктями й плечима.

5. Наручники защелкнулись на запястьях Луиса. Никто и пальцем не пошевелил, чтобы ему 
помочь.

6. Питер протянул свою работу учительнице, но она лишь взглянула на листок и вернула его 
обратно.

7. Мягкие пальцы врача быстро пробежались по левому предплечью Джона.

8. Стивен был без перчаток, и его руки стали как ледышки. Он не мог согнуть ни единого 

пальца.
9. Нищий музыкант все крутил и крутил свою шарманку в надежде заработать хотя бы 

несколько пенсов.

10. Стрелки на его часах показывали полночь, когда старинная рукопись была наконец 

расшифрована.
Text Seven.

WAYS OF TOUCHING AND HOLDING

Detective Jones sat at her desk and studied the three photographs. In the first picture, a man was playing tennis. The second picture showed the same man eating in a restaurant. In the third picture, the man was lying on the floor, holding a gun in his hand. He was dead and it looked as if he had shot himself. But was it really a suicide? There was something wrong with this picture and Detective Jones didn’t know what it was.

You could always tell when Detective Jones was thinking hard because her hands never stopped moving. She was thinking now, as she studied the three photos carefully.

She scratched the top of her head with her long fingernails. She stroked her chin with her thumb and forefinger as though she were stroking a long beard. She put both her hands on the back of her neck and massaged it, rubbing hard into the muscle, trying to make herself relax. “Now what is wrong with these photographs?” she kept asking herself. “What is it?”

She tapped the desk with her fingers as she thought. Then, suddenly, she could see what was wrong. She slapped the side of her leg with her open hand, raised her right hand in a fist and punched the air. “Of course”, she said. “Of course. I’ve got it.”
She grabbed the telephone and called Detective Sharpe. “He’s going to be very surprised,” she said to herself, as she gripped the telephone with excitement, waiting for him to answer.

“Detective Sharpe,” she said. “Hello. It’s me, Detective Jones. Listen. The man was murdered. Look at the hands in the three photographs. Can you see what’s wrong?”

EXERCISES.

I. Read the text and translate its first three paragraphs in writing.

II. Fill in the blanks with active vocabulary words:

1. Somebody trying to get your attention might ___ you on the shoulder.

2. A boxer in a fight will try to ___ his opponent.

3. A parent who is very angry with a child might ___ him on the bottom.

4. Somebody trying to make a cat feel good might ___ its back.

5. A tired footballer may want someone to ___ his legs.

6. A tennis player has to ___ the tennis racket.

7. A hungry cat will ___ its back against your legs.

8. A greedy child will ___ the last piece of cake.

III. Explain the differences in meaning:
to hold – to grip – to grab

to pat – to stroke

to rub – to massage

to tap – to slap – to clap

to punch – to strike – to hit

to scratch – to scrape – to rub

to pull – to push – to press

IV. Topical vocabulary (verbs):

hold, scratch, tap, stroke, rub, massage, slap, slam, punch, hit, strike, grip, grab, pull, draw, drive, 

push, press, print, shake, quake, catch, throw, pat, caress, point, wave, squeeze, tickle, itch, strangle, 

gesture, motion, search, pick, snap, spank, poke, seize, lay.

V. Dictionary work.

a) Find words from Topical Vocabulary used as other parts of speech, and peculiarities of their 

meaning.

b) Find Russian/Ukrainian equivalents of the following words and word - combinations:

gas – holder; stock – holder (share – holder); a holding company; hold – up; cigarette – holder; 
holdings; to hold back; holdover; to hold out; to catch hold of smth.; to keep hold of smth.; a firm 
hold; to relax one’s hold (grip); to put smb. on hold; stronghold; hold one’s head high; to hold one’s 

mistakes (blunders) against someone; she held onto my arm; to hold to the terms of the contract; the 

held us to the terms of the contract; I don’t hold with your ideas; we hold that this fact is absolutely 

true; to hold smb. responsible for smth.; to hold up the bride’s train.

c) Find similarly some word – combinations with the words: rub, pull, push, press.

VI. Speech practice.

 1. Retell the text in detail.

 2. Answer the questions:

a) Can you describe different types of hand – fighting? Which of them are popular in Ukraine?

b) How can you get someone’s attention? Describe different ways of doing that.

VII. Translate into English:

1. Поліція схопила Чорного Джека, щойно він переступив поріг салуна.

2. Стецько реготав і не міг зупинитись, немов його хтось лоскотав.
3. “Докторе, - звернувся до мене Шерлок Холмс, - Ми повинні встигнути на поїзд, що прямує 
до Ліверпуля о третій п’ятнадцять”.

4. Він ляснув себе по стегнах і вдоволено потер руки. “Тепер вже цей негідник все одно що 
впійманий!”
5. Чимало хмарочосів у Нью-Йорку сягають у висоту 90 метрів, а деякі навіть іще вищі.

6. Пролунали постріли, і Мері вмить підбігла до Джіма. “З тобою нічого не сталося?” – 
спитала вона схвильовано. “ Все гаразд, - відповів він. – Нічого, це тільки подряпина.”
7. Советские солдаты держались в Брестской крепости против фашистов в течение целого 
месяца.

8. Он был так рад снова видеть меня, что долго тряс мне руку, а потом крепко обнял меня и 
похлопал по спине.

9. Майкл вежливо улыбнулся сидевшим в купе, с трудом втиснулся между двумя 

пассажирами на свое место и громко сказал: «Какая чудесная погода сегодня, верно?»
10. На общем собрании мелкие акционеры твердо стояли на своем и заставили 

администрацию соблюдать устав корпорации.

VIII. Comment on the following idioms:

Her decision was a real slap in the face.

Scratch my back and I will scratch yours.

He was carrying on with a married woman.

I’m grown – up and can scratch for myself.

The criminal was caught red – handed.

His shirt caught on a nail.

Her words hurt him so much that it was very hard for him to get a grip on himself.

This book is really gripping.

To clap a muzzle on a dog; to rub smb. up the wrong way; a slap on the wrist; to slap new 

restrictions on exporters; to pull the ropes for smb.; she had enough pull to avoid the trial; to predd 

the authorities for information; I was pressed to agree to a compromise; our friend is in a tight 

squeeze; to point a gun at smb.; to tap smb. for information.

Text Eight.
LEGS AND FEET.

At the hospital, Bill took off his sock and pulled his trouser leg up over his knee onto his thigh. The 
doctor looked down at the injured foot, which was already getting bigger and changing colour.

“ Hm. Nasty accident,” he said. “What’s happened?”

“ A skier smashed into my foot,” explained Bill.

“Oh, dear. Very nasty. Well, let’s see what’s wrong, shall we?”

The doctor gently picked up Bill’s foot, and taking the heel in the palm oh his left hand, he slowly 
moved the toes, testing each one. The big toe looked the worst. The toenail was badly broken and it 
was bleeding a little. Then, putting his right hand under Bill’s calf and still holding the heel in his 
left hand, he moved the foot gently from side to side.

“Does your ankle hurt when I do that?” the doctor asked.

“Not too much,” Bill answered.

The doctor looked up. “Good. Well, Mr Harvey, you are very lucky. Nothing is broken and you 

should be fine again in a few days’ time.”
“Will I be able to ski then?”

“Oh, yes. Of course you will,” answered the doctor.

“That’s good,” said Bill, ”because I don’t know how to ski now!” 

EXERCISES.

I. Read the text and decide whether the following statements are true or false according to it.

1. Bill took off his sock so that the doctor could examine his foot.

2. Bill also took off his trousers.

3. The doctor examined all five of Bill’s toes.

4. The big toe was injured the most.

5. All five toenails were broken.

6. The doctor supported Bill’s heel with his left hand while he examined the foot.

7. The doctor moved Bill’s foot from side to side to see if his calf all right.

8. In a few days, Bill will know how to ski.

II. Translate the text in writing.

III. Dictionary work.

Find English equivalents of:

топать ногами, постукивать ногой, переминаться с ноги на ногу, встать на ноги, 
плоскостопие, лежать у ног, под ногами, идти пешком, еле передвигать ноги, у подножия, 
скамеечка для ног, сноска (в тексте), след (отпечаток ноги), квадратный (кубический) фут;
сгибать ногу, положить ногу на ногу, бить ногами, разогнуть ногу, вытянуть ногу, деревянная 

нога, передние (задние) ноги;
на цыпочках, наступить кому-либо на ногу; по колено в грязи, становиться на колени, 

преклонять колено, коленная чашечка, под пятой оккупантов, щелкать каблуками, высокие 

(низкие) каблуки, преследовать кого-то по пятам, покачивать бедрами. 

IV. Translate into English.
1. В древней Греции идеал женской красоты включал тонкие щиколотки, тугие икры и 
широкие бедра.

2. Лэрри несся стрелой, крепко сжимая коленями бока скакуна, но люди шерифа шли за ним 
по пятам, и облако пыли все росло и росло у него за спиной.

3. Внимание Шерлока Холмса привлекли необычно маленькие отпечатки босых ног, 
обнаруженные на месте преступления.

4. Отец сел в ногах кровати и стал читать малышу книгу о пиратах.

5. За окном цокали по мостовой копыта: королевская гвардия возвращалась в столицу.

6. Отримавши наказ гетьмана, полковник клацнув каблуками, схилив голову у пошані й 
вийшов з намету.

7. Ворогів було розгромлено вщент. Вони накивали п’ятами з поля битви й бігли аж доки їм 

вже несила була волокти ноги.
8. Вночі Ганна крадькома підійшла до дверей, пильно вдивляючись у темряву й тамуючи свій 

подих на кожному кроці.

9. Не маючи підвід, козаки змушені були багато верст іти пішки, перш ніж вони догнали 

своїх.

10. У кріслі сидів шляхетний пан з довгими сивими вусами й коротко стриженою борідкою. 

Біля його ніг лежав величезний мисливський собака, який раз за разом позіхав, немовби 

демонструючи гострі білі ікла та міцні як сталь щелепи. 

V. Speech practice.

a) Retell the text.

b) Answer the question:

What do you know about different kinds of footrace? What other track – and – field events demand 
first of all strong legs and feet? Which exercises are good for strengthening the legs?

VI. Comment on the following idioms:

Achilles’ heel; to cool one’s heels; to kick up one’s heels; to take to one’s heels, or : to show one’s 
heels; to be head over heels in love (with smb.); to put your foot in your mouth; to get cold feet; to 
keep your feet on the ground; she has never set foot on foreign soil; to put one’s foot down; she 
always lands on her feet; to follow in smb.’s footsteps; to be on friendly footing with smb.; to place 

a country on a war footing; to pull smb.’s leg; a bootlegger; he doesn’t have a leg to stand on; to get 

a leg up on smth.; to keep on one’s toes; the girl learned the language at her mother’s knees.

VII. Make up 8 sentences of your own, using idioms with words of the active vocabulary.

Text Nine.
WAYS OF MOVING.

Robert couldn’t get to sleep. He didn’t know why. At two o’clock in the morning he decided to go downstairs and get some food from the fridge. Everyone in the house was asleep so he tiptoed down the stairs, making as little noise as possible.
Jim and Sandy had met on holiday and were very much in love. This is was their last day together. Now, as the sun went down over the sea, they strolled hand in hand along the beach, looking into each other’s eyes, saying nothing.

“oh, no,” shouted Mike, “my contact lens has fallen out.” Soon everyone was on their hands and knees, crawling around looking for it.

“You can all stand up now”, someone said. “I’ve found it.”

From the hotel window, you could see the green hills covered with tall trees, and in the distance was a little lake.

“Let’s put on some strong shoes, take some sandwiches and spend the day hiking in the mountains,” their father said.

The boys were sixteen years old and they were in the army. Every day they had to practice marching as the sergeant called out, “Left, right. Left, right. Left.”

It was a dark day and it looked as if it might rain. From the hotel window, you could see the beach. No one was there.

“Let’s wander round the town and get to know this place a little better,” their father suggested.
The boxer took a hard punch on the chin. He stood still for a second and then his legs became weak. Almost falling, he started to stagger like a drunken man. One more punch and he was down…seven, eight, nine, ten. It was like a knock-out.

In the village, most people were happily getting ready to go skiing. There were only a few people who looked unhappy. They could not go skiing. They had each injured a leg, a knee or an ankle, and were now limping around the village with nothing to do.

EXERCISES.
I. Read the passage and decide whether the following statements are true or false according to 

the text.

1. Robert walked on the tips of his toes to make no noise.

2. Jim and Sandy walked very fast along the beach.

3. The contact lens fell on the floor.

4. Their father suggested a long walk in the countryside.

5. Every time the sergeant said “Left”, the boys had to put down their left foot.

6. Their father suggested going to a special place in the town.

7. The boxer was staggering because he had been drinking before the fight.

8. The people who looked unhappy did not like skiing.

II. Express in one word:

a) to walk with each step equal

b) to walk quietly, on your toes

c) to walk pressing more on one foot than the other

d) to walk in a slow, relaxed way

e) to walk in an unsteady way

f) to walk in the countryside

g) to walk in no particular direction

h) to move on your hands and knees

III. How do these people walk? (Choose the verbs from the active vocabulary).

a) A soldier ________

b) A thief _________

c) Someone who is drunk ________

d) Someone who is lost _________

e) A six – month – old baby _________

f) An old couple in a park _________
IV. Dictionary work.

a) Find in the dictionary the exact meanings of the verbs:

kick, skate, ski, throw, dash, rush, trip (over), travel, make a journey (a voyage), draw, drive, ride, 

cycle, walk, jump, stamp, dance, thrust, limp, roam, wander, stagger, sway, march, attack, retreat, 

step, hike, stroll, crawl, drag, spin, rock, quake.

b) Find English equivalents of:

перейти улицу; идти вдоль берега реки; обойти вокруг дома; проходить мимо библиотеки, прогуливать собаку в парке; прохожий; канатоходец; лунатик;

заползти в нору; выползти из-под развалин; пеший туризм; путешествовать автостопом; однодневный поход; марш в защиту мира; наука движется вперед; свадебный марш;

обиться от стада; заметная хромота; легкая хромота; броситься на помощь кому-либо; яростно рвануться к кому-либо; бежать, спасая жизнь; спасаться из оккупированной страны; переступить через препятствие; нажать на тормоза; танцевать под музыку; плясать от радости.
V. Translate into English.

1. Тітка зиркнула на Петра й суворо сказала : «Не ходи по чистій підлозі у своїх брудних 
чоботях».

2. На цих змаганнях українські спортсмени завоювали всі вищі нагороди.

3. «Джордж, - сказала вона, - якщо ти знов нагадаєш мені про свою кузину Бетті, я піду від 
тебе».

4. Коли Святослав, князь київський, збирався в похід проти ворогів, він заздалегідь їх про те 

попереджував.
5. Старий прошкутильгав до колодязя й виніс мандрівникам два кухля води.

6. «Якщо ти й далі вештатимешся тут, - сказав Галчин батько, - я зацькую тебе собаками.»

7. Сэр Фрэнсис Дрейк был первым капитаном, который возглавлял кругосветное путешествие 

от начала до конца.

8. Накануне праздников войска маршировали на плацу с утра до вечера, готовясь к параду.

9. Вопросы в билете были совсем легкими, и Лиззи сдала экзамен играючи.

10. В «час пик» в центре города машины ползут со скоростью черепахи.

VI. Speech practice.

a) Do you like hiking? Where have you been?

b) Walking is good exercise/ How much walking do you do every day?

c) How old are most babies when they tart crawling? When do they usually start walking?
VII. Make up 10 sentences of your own with words and expressions from the active 

vocabulary.

VIII. Comment on the following idioms:

to walk away from an accident; they walked off the job in protest against the long hours; to gibe smb. his marching orders (BE.), walking papers (AE.); a sympathy walkout; to dance attendance on smb.; to lead smb. a merry dance (BE.), a merry chase (AE); a circle dance; a tap dance; a war dance; a sword dance; 

the city was crawling with reporters; to swim the crawl; to jump at the chance; to jump from one topic to another; don’t jump to conclusions; to jump down smb.’s throat; she doesn’t call and he grows more and more jumpy; a penalty kick; this vodka has a real kick to it; to steal a march on smb.; the passed over her when promotions were handed out.
IX. Describe (in writing) your recent visit to a discotheque.

REVISION EXERCISES.

1. … To the right of the counter an another table was a big, heavily built man in a white tropical suit. Seated opposite him a short, fat man in a brown suit and a panama hat gazed emptily into space.

   … I watch the girl take the cups of coffee across the room to the big man and his fat companion. She put the cups on the table, and as she did so the big man grinned up at her and his hand gripped her leg below the knee.

   She stiffened, nearly dropped the cup, and tried to back away, but this thick fingers retained their grip. I expected her to slap him or scream, but she didn’t do either. She leaned down and tried to prise the big fellow’s fingers off her leg, but she hadn’t the strength.

   His companion, the fat man in the brown suit, tapped him on the arm and whispered something. The big fellow gave him a shove with his free hand.

   Then his hand slid up above the knee, and the girl in a kind of desperate frenzy hit the big fellow on the bridge of his nose with her clenched fist.

2. … Roche took four lopsided strides that brought him out from behind the counter. He had on a surgical boot that built up his shortened right leg, but it still gave him a limp like he had stepped into a hole every time he took a stride with his right foot.
    The big fellow let to go of the girl and shoved her aside, sending her reeling across the room.

    Roche reached the table. His right fist swung up and round towards the big fellow’s head. The big fellow weaved inside the swing and Roche’s fist hit space. He lost balance and came forward, and the big fellow gave him a dig in the belly. Roche was flung across the room and thudded into the counter. He slid to the floor, and lay gasping.

    The big fellow walked over to where Roche was struggling to get up.

   “Take a swing at me again and I”ll smash you”, he said and drew back his foot to kick Roche.

3. I was across the room in three strides and pulled him away from Roche. I spun him around and smacked his face. That smack hurt, as I mean it to hurt, and water spurted out of his eyes as he staggered back.
  “If you must kick someone”, I said, ”kick me. I’m a better target.”

    If he hadn’t been crazy with rage he wouldn’t have thrown the punch he did. It was a swing that started from his ankles and telegraphed itself all the way. The kind of punch that would have flattened an elephant if it had landed, but it didn’t land.

    I moved inside it and socked him with my special right hook that travelled about four inches and had my whole weight behind it. It exploded on his jaw and he went down as if he’d been pole – axed. I didn’t wait to see if he were going to get up. I knew he wouldn’t. When they go down like that, they stay down.

4. The fat man was staring at the big fellow, spread out on the floor, as if he couldn’t believe his eyes. As he knelt beside him I went over to Roche and helped him to his feet. He made a move towards the big fellow as if he were set on hitting him again, but I held him back.

    The girl came over and put her arms round him. I left him to her and joined the two men who were staring down at the big fellow. The fat man was trying to bring him round without much success. When he looked up I thought he was going to burst into tears.

    “You’ve broken my boy’s jaw”, he said, “and he’s fighting on Saturday”.
    “I should have broken his neck”, I said. “Get him out of here before I change my mind and finish the job.”

    The big fellow opened his eyes, groaned and sat up. The two guys helped him to his feet and supported him. He went with them without looking at me, his head on his chest, his eyes glazed and his legs like rubber. The fat man brought up the rear.

5.  I pushed back my plate, and, as I reached for a cigarette, Brant came in. his panama hat was pushed to the back of his head. There were dark rings under his eyes, and he looked as if he hadn’t slept for days.

    He pulled up a chair, sat down, rubbed his face with his hand and groaned. “That punk’s put years on my life. The trouble I’ve had with him.” He leaned forward and poked a fat finger at me. “Where did you learn to punch like that?”

   “I’ve done a little fighting. If I’d known he had a glass jaw I’d have hit him some other place.”

6. Waller moved in set to nail me. He slung a left. I shifted so it slid over my shoulder and hit him three times to the body. He went into a clinch. His weight sagged on me. I tried to shove him off, but I couldn’t do it. He hung on desperately, ignoring Brant’s yells to break. We wrestled around. And finally I got clear of his hugging arms.

     For a second or so we slung lefts and rights at each other. At last his guard dropped, and I whipped over the right hook. It caught him on the jaw and down he went. He wasn’t going to get up in a hurry. Together with Brant we dragged Waller to his corner and dropped him up on his stool. 

7.  I was just getting warmed up in the gym under Waller’s supervision when Petelli’s two muscle – men came in. later I was to learn their names were Pepi and Benno.

     They marched in like they owned the place, and Waller froze at the sight of them.
     “Come on”, Pepi said, jerking his thumb at me, “get your clothes on. The boss wants you.”

       He was a head shorter than I was, and I didn’t want to hit him, but hit he was going to be if he didn’t change his tone.

     “Get out of here!” I said. “Both of you or I toss you out.”

     “Toss us out”,  Benno said, and a blue – nosed automatic jumped into his hand.” “Get your clothes on or you’ll stop a slug with your belly”.

       His still glittering eyes warned me he wasn’t bluffing.

8. The kid caught me with a left to the face: not a hard punch. I countered with a left and right to the body. He tried a right cross, but I ducked under it and socked him in the body. He got in close and began hammering away at my ribs, but I tied him up, and the referee had to pull us apart. I got in a good left jab to his face as we broke, and he didn’t like it. He moved away fast, then came in again, throwing rights and lefts. I stepped in and nailed him with a block – buster that sent him down on his hands and knees.
The crowd went mad. A knock – down in the first two minutes of the fight was something they didn’t expected, and they rose to their feet, screaming for me to go in and smash the Kid.

He remained on hands and knees, looking up at the referee’s arm, a glazed stare in his eyes. But he got up at the count of seven and immediately started back – pedaling.

9. I went after him, hitting with rights and lefts, but pulling my punches, putting up a show to please the crowd. They were pleased all right. Every now and then I landed with an open glove, and the slap it made sounded as if I were killing him.

He finally hot his head clear and began to fight back. It must have dawned on him he wasn’t going to get an easy win, and in a frenzy of rage and desperation he suddenly cut loose.

It was a hectic minute, but I kept my head, knowing he was certain to give me an opening, and he did. He slung a wild right that left him as wide open as the ocean, and I stepped in and hung one on his jaw. He went down as if he had been cut off at his knees.

Before the referee could start a count, the bell went. The Kid’s handlers rushed into the ring and dragged him to his corner.

They were working like mad men on him, flapping towels at him, holding smelling – salts under his nose and massaging the back of his neck.

10. “Okay, play – boy”, I said in his ear. “Now throw your best punch”. I dropped my guard. He caught me on the side of the jaw. Down I went.

For the first three seconds I was out, then I opened my eyes and found myself flat on my face, looking right down at her. She was standing up, and as our eyes met, she screamed furiously, “Get up and fight! Get up, your quitter!”

She was so close she could have touched me. Half the ringside customers were on their feet, yelling at me, but I had ears only for her voice.

The anger, contempt and disappointment on her face electrified me. It was all I needed.

I heard the referee call “…seven…eight…” I got up somehow, beating his down – sweeping arm by a split second, and as the Kid rushed in, I brought over the right hook. It smashed against his jaw and down he went in a flurry of flood, rolled over and stiffened out.

It was a waste of time to count him out, but the referee went through the motions. When he reached ten, the Kid was still lying on his back as motionless as a corpse.
11. In the afternoon Police Bill Riskin came to see me. If the nurse hadn’t told me he was a police lieutenant I wouldn’t have believed it. He was a little guy, around fifty, with a sad, wrinkled face and bright little eyes that peered at me through a pair of horn spectacles. He carried his hat in his hand, and he walked on tiptoe, and when he spoke, his voice was soft and gentle.

He pulled up a chair beside me and crossed his short legs. I saw he was wearing boots and white socks, and his ankles were as thin as matchsticks.

12. He came into the room as silently as a ghost: a short, fat man with a pot belly and short, thick legs. His face was round and fat, and small purple veins made an unsightly network over his skin. He had snake’s eyes, as lifeless as glass. He was going bald, and had taken pains to spread his thinning black hair over the bald patches without much success. His thick, red lips were set in a meaningless, perpetual smile.

One thing I was certain of: I’d never seen him before in my life.

Everything about him shrieked of money: his clothes, his linen, his personal jewellery were the best money could buy. He had a diamond ring on his little finger: the stone was as big as a pigeon’s egg.

(James Hadley Chase “Strictly for Cash”)

13. 1) It was a perfectly average family: a father, a mother, and two children, a girl of about ten and a boy two or three years younger. The father was a thin and tall, not less than six foot three. The mother was a different type – short, plump, and rather awkward. Having looked at her stealthily for some time, I realized that she might well be a few years older than her husband, but tried hard to conceal the fact.

2) – Stop talking nonsense, Bob! Father is coming here, he’ll punish you for your evil tongue. And be sure, it will serve you well.

14. Now came the turn of the man who owned 20 of these nice, crisp bank notes. He was a strong, tough – looking fellow in his early thirties who, from his clothes and general appearance, seemed to be a peasant – farmer or labourer. He did not look over – intelligent and one glance at his hands, with their horny, ridged nails and calloused palms, told me that he was probably more at home wielding a shovel than counting money.
15….Somehow it struck me, as I saw take her arm in that intimate way, that their relationship was one of choice, rather than blood…

As soon as I walked into the door, I sensed that a violent argument was in full spate. The red – faced Duke was standing beside the desk, towering over the wretched Wing Commander who seemed to be crouching in his chair to avoid the verbal onslaught. The pretty blonde girl was standing by the window watching the proceedings.

16. She was certainly a beautiful girl. Often enough the blonde Nordic type of woman has a cold perfection of features but this one, even when her face was in repose, had an instinctive animation. I privately congratulated the Duke on his taste…

Personal appearance can be terribly misleading. I have known villainously ugly men with noble, honest natures, while one of the most callous murderers of my acquaintance was a little woman with big, blue eyes that gazed frankly but modestly into mine. Nevertheless, something about Miss Dykstra put me on my guard.
17. I am above medium height but this rawboned, blond giant towered over me as we shook hands. He had a mane of shaggy hair, bleached almost white by exposure to the sun and the sea – winds. He was, I am sure, about six feet five or six inches in height and bigboned into the bargain. Yet he was probably under 13 stone in weight. He was one of those sinewy lean big men who often possess enormous physical strength. He had the blue eyes that go with fair hair in the Nordic races and his appearance would certainly have pleased an Aryan – lover like Herr Hitler.

18. The French officer, who had got to know her (an old woman) well by sight, asked her the usual questions and idly turned over the contents of her basket. He picked up one of the eggs an tossed it into his other hand as a joke. When the officer glanced up, he was surprised to see a look of alarm flash over her face. He tossed the egg a little higher – and she looked quite scared. He knew there was not much food near the front line. Nevertheless, her concern still appeared excessive. Little by little the officer grew really suspicious. He stared hard at the egg but the shell seemed innocent enough. Then he cracked it and slowly peeled away the broken shell. Now he could see her cause for alarm. There were brown dots and lines on the white of the egg. (When it was later put under a powerful microscope, they turned out to be a plan of the French positions).

19. … The three of us chatted in Dutch for a while. Gabriel sat on the edge of his chair, impatient to get down to business. I observed him without trying to make my interest too obvious. He was dressed in an old suit, oil – stained and baggy, under which he wore a thick blue sweater. He had a thatch of grey hair and a weather – beaten old face, fretted into an intricate map of lines and wrinkles. Under shaggy eyebrows his eyes were his most noticeable feature. They were bright and clear, like the eyes of a young child. But no child ever had that gleam of ruthless purpose that came from his staring, blue eyes. I felt instinctively that this was not a man to be crossed.

20. “Why wasn’t he there?”

“Oh, he always had an excuse of some sort – a bad cough or a sore throat or a cold, something like that. Cornelis is a bit of a health – faddist, always dabbing himself with iodine and suchlike if he gets the slightest scratch and running to the doctor the moment he’s got a pain in the belly”.

Hendryk’s voice held all the scorn that the normal tough human feels for the hypochondriac.

“But it isn’t, after all, how sick a man really is”, I objected, “it’s how sick he thinks he is”.
21. Cornelis was a decent – looking youngster in his late twenties, with a pleasant open face and clear eyes. He carried himself well and looked superbly fit. I knew already that he made a fetish of physical fitness and, even from the few strides he had taken across the room, I could tell that he moved like an athlete.

…He had been an outstanding athlete at school, he told me proudly, and had won several medals for middle distance running. He had also been a crack swimmer.

He told me with a grin that he had never succeeded at book work, although he was pretty fair with his hands and had been interested in electricity from his early teens.

22. …. Without thinking, I stretched out a hand and took Verloop’s box of matches. I happened to catch a glimpse of his face. A shadow passed across it, so quickly that it might have been an accident of the light… Then I opened the box and split the matches on to the table.

I lined up the matches. They seemed identical until I peered more closely and saw that the heads of four of them were just a shade lighter in colour. I looked straight into Verloop’s eyes and said, “Let me tell you a little story”…

After I had finished he blinked once or twice and tried to swallow. I just stared at him and twiddled two or three matches between the thumb and forefinger of my fight hand. He gazed at my hand as if mesmerized, and after a minute or two he cracked.

(Oresto Pinto “Spycatcher”)   
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